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WELCOME
Dear Parents and Students,
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this important stage of your Regent journey—one that 
marks the transition from IGCSE into Sixth Form, and ultimately, towards university, the workplace, 
and life beyond school.

opportunity to personalise their learning pathway—choosing the subjects that inspire them, align 

that it also comes with questions. This booklet is designed to support that process—providing 
clear information on the subjects we offer and the guidance available to help every student make 
the right choices for their future.

At Regent, we believe in the full picture of education. Yes, academic achievement matters—

independence, curiosity, and resilience. A-Levels provide the chance to go deeper into fewer 
subjects and develop the habits and thinking skills needed to thrive in higher education and 
beyond.

Alongside academic study, our Sixth Form includes a rich programme of support and personal 
development. Students take part in sessions that build key skills, encourage leadership, and help 

wider interests and global issues through curated resources—books, articles, podcasts, lectures, 
and short courses—beyond the limits of the curriculum.

studying and what will best prepare them for life after school. Passion for a subject is often what 
leads to the greatest success, and choosing courses that support future aspirations—whether 
academic or career-based—will ensure students are well equipped for whatever lies ahead.

David Williams
Principal 
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Ministry Requirements and Equivalency

As a resident of the UAE, there are certain educational necessities that all students must 
adhere to in order to meet the compulsory requirements requested by the Ministry of 
Education. Therefore, these essentials will be included in their weekly timetabled lessons.

These compulsory requirements include:

All Arab students must study Arabic A until the end of Year 13
All Muslim students must study and pass Islamic Education in Year 13

• They must complete 13 years of school
• 

• Mathematics
• Chemistry or Biology
• History or Geography
• English Language or English Literature

• They must complete and pass Islamic education and ministry tests in Year 13
• They must complete and pass Arabic education and ministry test
• They must register and complete the EMSAT externally
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General Pathway 

Advanced Pathway 

Elite Pathway 

Students wishing to follow the general path of education in the UAE must adhere to the 
following further conditions: 

A Level 
• 

Students wishing to follow the advanced path of education in the UAE must adhere to the 
following further conditions: 

A Level 

• Biology 
• Chemistry 

A Level 

list of subjects; 

• Mathematics 
• The third can be either Biology or Chemistry 
• The fourth is of your choosing

*Please note Arabic is not recognised as one of the A Level subjects

Students wishing to follow the elite path of education in the UAE must adhere to the following 
further conditions:
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Things to Remember

Equipment

Students are required to purchase the appropriate resources as per the subjects studied.

Calculator Requirements

Students are required to purchase and bring to every lesson one of the following calculators on courses 
which state ‘Calculator Required’:

A Level Requirement

Casio FX-991CW

Uniform

Students are expected to be well presented in accordance with the school’s uniform policy at all times. 
Sixth Form students are seen as role models for all other students. Therefore high standards should be 
maintained at all times.

Attendance

Sixth Formers are preparing themselves for the working world. As such, absence is authorised for illness 

a 96% attendance to ensure they remain on roll.
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Progression from Year 12 to13  

students are well prepared for the rigours of Year 13 where, especially on the A Level curriculum, there is a 

The conditions to carry a subject into Year 13 are below  

• Grade C in either the internal End of Year Examination in a Linear A Level subject or a grade C 
overall in external AS Level examinations  

• Attainment at a Merit Grade in a BTEC subject  

for learning. Therefore, if a student did not meet the grades above and fell below the requirements below 
they would not be able to continue the subject into Year 13.  

for Year 13.  

PLEASE NOTE COURSES SUBJECT TO ENROLLMENT NUMBER RESTRICTIONS.
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ART & DESIGN

WHY STUDY A LEVEL ART & DESIGN?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

Art and Design is a dynamic subject that promotes 
creativity and innovation, urging students to step 
out of their comfort zones and develop resilience. 

discipline, fostering dedication. These qualities 
aren’t just useful for artistic pursuits but also serve 

Studying Art A level can lead to further Art courses and careers in areas like:

Interior Design, Product Design, Graphic Design, Architecture, Fashion, Photography, Illustration, Concept 

During the course you will assessed under three main components.

• 

• 

• 

Department: Creative Arts  

Accreditation: Cambridge International

Through exploration of different artists, art 
movements and styles, students gain cultural 
insights and historical appreciation. Art education 
equips students to visually communicate complex 

lifelong appreciation for the beauty around us.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

• 
• Present a personal response that realises your intentions
• 

processes and technologies
• Successfully use visual language and the formal elements eg colour, line, form, shape, tone, 

texture
• 
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BIOLOGY

WHY STUDY A LEVEL BIOLOGY?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

Biology is the study of life. It gives you a better 

interdependent nature of living organisms. People 

Department: Science  

Accreditation: Oxford AQA

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

The following units are studied for A level biology:

In Year 12:
• Paper 1 – 1 hour 30 mins
• Paper 2 – 1 hour 30 mins

Biology is a good choice if you intend on a career path in a Health or Clinical profession such as Medicine, 
Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Physiotherapy or Pharmacy; or other related areas such as Zoology, Biological 
Sciences and Marine Sciences.

combination of other subjects, especially Chemistry, 
Mathematics and Psychology.

In Year 13:
• Paper 3 – 1 hour 30 mins
• Paper 4 – 1 hour 30 mins
• Paper 5 – 1 hour 30 mins
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BUSINESS

WHY STUDY A LEVEL BUSINESS?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

through the context of current business 
developments and real business situations. 

Department: Business and  Economics  

Accreditation: Pearson Edexcel 

 
human resources.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

The topics that you will study are:

• Unit 1:
• Unit 2: Managing business and activities
• Unit 3: Business decisions and strategy
• Unit 4: Global Business



013

Regent International School

CHEMISTRY

WHY STUDY A LEVEL CHEMISTRY?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 
Chemistry is split into 3 main categories:

• Physical Chemistry: the study of atoms, chemical reactions, and energy
• Inorganic Chemistry: 
• Organic Chemistry:

In Year 12:
• 
• 
• These units equate to 40% of the overall grade

In Year 13:
• 
• 
• 
• These units equate to 60% of the grade

This course can facilitate you in getting accepted into university courses such as Analytical Chemistry, 
Biochemistry, Environmental chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry, Organic Chemistry and Physical Chemistry 
and Polymer and Materials chemistry and can lead to a range of careers as varied as medicine, dentistry, 
forensic chemistry, geochemistry, R & D management, pharmacy, chemical engineering, petroleum 
engineering and perfumery and teaching.

Department: Science  

Accreditation: Oxford AQA

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

chemistry is all around us. Studying Chemistry at A 
level compliments other subjects such as Biology, 

variety of careers including pharmacy, medicine, 
forensics, engineering, biotechnology, teaching 
and research.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 

WHY STUDY A LEVEL COMPUTER SCIENCE? 

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

are embedded into nearly every part of our lives; 

time Computer Science is being used to help 

as cyber crime, unemployment, climate change, 

• 
• Programming Paradigms
• Communication
• 
• Data Representation and Structures

Department: Computer Science  

Accreditation: Cambridge International

inequality & poverty.
From game design to art & graphics to building 
the Palm Jumeirah to treatments for cancer to the 
prediction of the next pandemic to facial recognition 
to AI to the ethical, legal & moral issues surrounding 
computing technologies, there’s no escaping this 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

End of Year 12 Paper 1 Theory Fundamentals Paper 2 Fundamental Problem-
Solving & Programming Skills

Assesses sections 1 to 8 of 
syllabus

Assesses sections 9 to 12 of 
syllabus

50% of AS Level 
25 % of A Level

• 
• 50% of AS Level 
• 25 % of A Level

Other Information Externally assessed Externally assessed
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Computer Science. Fields include gaming, research, 

agriculture, advertising, environment, government, 

End of Year 13 Paper 3 Advanced Theory Paper 4 Practical 

Assesses sections 13 to 20 of 
syllabus

Assesses sections 19 to 20 of 
syllabus

25 % of A Level 50% of AS Level 
25 % of A Level

Other Information Externally assessed Externally assessed

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

highly valued by employers, from leadership to 

computing industry.
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ECONOMICS

WHY STUDY A LEVEL ECONOMICS?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

understanding of the various economic concepts 

study. It investigates the contribution of economics 

Department: Humanities  

Accreditation: Pearson Edexcel 

enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the 

as an economist.

The topics that you will study are:

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 
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WHY STUDY A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

The English IAL is a fantastic subject to study if you 
enjoyed the Literature course at GCSE. If you are a 

Year 12:
Unit 1: Post 2000 poetry and prose (prescribed poems from a pre published poetry anthology; novel 

Unit 2:

Year 13:
Unit 3: Post 1900 unseen poetry
Unit 4: 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

ENGLISH LITERATURE
Department: English  

Accreditation: Pearson Edexcel 

in different forms, genres and time periods, and 
gain an appreciation for the different contexts in 

enable you to become more perceptive readers and 

study a range of texts in different forms, genres and time periods.
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FRENCH
Department: Languages   

Accreditation: Oxford AQA

WHY STUDY A LEVEL FRENCH?  

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

Languages should appeal to all students. French 

designed a motivating course of study that 

Structure:

• 
• 

they enjoy French language learning and achieve their full potential in International Advanced level 

French language, the culture of France and other 

higher education and enhance their employability.

The Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level in French consists of four externally examined units. 
Students must complete all assessments.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

of one language at AS Level and A Level can facilitate and help promote the learning of other languages. 
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WHY STUDY A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY?  

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

change, migration, environmental degradation, 
geopolitics & inequalities, means that geography 
is one of the most relevant subjects you can study.
Geographers are highly employable and collectively 

According to the Royal Geographical Society, Geography graduates have some of the highest rates 

planning, or collecting and interpreting data.  

• 
• Surveying
• Conservation
• Sustainability
• Environmental planning
• 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

 GEOGRAPHY
Department: Humanities 

Accreditation: Pearson Edexcel

their studies further. Above all, geographers have 

and advance you professionally. There has never 
been a better or more important time to study 
Geography.
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HISTORY
Department: Humanities 

Accreditation: Pearson Edexcel

WHY STUDY A LEVEL HISTORY? 

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

History at A Level provides students with an 
opportunity to gain a greater understanding of the 
world around them. The course allows students to 
explore a variety of different cultures, with an in-

The topics that you will study are:

• Britain, 1964-90
• China, 1900-76
• Germany: United, Divided and Reunited 1870-1990
• The Cold War and Hot War in Asia, 1945–90

depth look into the changing world over the past 
250 years. Lessons will include opportunities for 
research, collaboration and plenty of debate on 
major historical issues within the course.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

All modular units in AS and A Level History will be assessed 100% by examinations. You will be examined
on Unit One and Unit Two in Year 12. You will have a further two modules to complete in Year 13 to com-
plete the full A Level.

The two papers for Year 12 are:

Paper 1:Depth Study with Interpretations (Britain, 1964-90) – 50% of AS Level/25% of A Level
Paper 2:Breadth Study with Source Evaluation (China, 1900-76) – 50% of AS Level/25% of A Level

Studying history can lead to some exciting career 
options. The skills you will gain as a result of 
studying history include excellent communication 
and writing skills, research and problem skills, 

analytical and interpretation skills. These skills 
are transferrable in a variety of careers including 
law, politics, education, publishing, consultancy,  
and hospitality
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MATHEMATICS
Department: Mathematics 

Accreditation: Pearson Edexcel

WHY STUDY A LEVEL MATHEMATICS? 

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

subjects, particularly Sciences, including Geography and Economics. Some pupils successfully combine 

entry to Science and Engineering higher education courses.

The topics covered at A Level build on those already familiar to the GCSE student. Algebra, geometry, 

differential and integral calculus, logarithms and exponentials, methods of proof, and mathematical 
modelling, particularly in the contexts of mechanics and probability.

• 
• 
• Each exam is 1 hour and 30 minutes

Studying A Level Mathematics provides a foundation for further studies in any Science or Maths-based 
course, ranging from:

• Computer Science
• Medical Sciences
• Psychology
• Statistics
• Management
• Actuarial Science
• Finance
• Accounting
• Business

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 
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PHYSICS
Department: Science 

Accreditation: Oxford AQA

WHY STUDY A LEVEL PHYSICS?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE?

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

• Mechanics + Further Mechanics
• Electric circuits
• 
• Quantum physics
• Thermodynamics
• Fields
• Nuclear and Particle Physics

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

you guessed it, Physics.

It is often recommended or useful for:
Biochemistry, Biology, Chemistry, Medicine, 
Dentistry, Nursing and other practicebased 
medicine courses, Architecture, Computer Science, 
Geography, Earth & Environmental Sciences, 
Mathematics, Materials Science, Pharmacy, Sports 
Science, Surveying, Psychology, Teaching.

In Year 12,
Unit 1 – Mechanics, materials, and atoms – 2 hours

In Year 13,
Unit 3 – Fields and their consequences – 2 hours
Unit 4 – Energy and energy resources – 2 hours
Unit 5 – Physics in practice – 2 hours
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PRODUCT DESIGN
Department: Design and Technology

Accreditation: Pearson Edexcel

WHY STUDY A LEVEL PRODUCT DESIGN?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE?

to demonstrate their design and technology capability.

Component 1 
• Principles of Design and Technology 
• 
• 

of idea generation, development, and evaluation. Product designers understand the relationship 

design, from the early concept stages to a commercially viable solution suitable for mass manufacture, 
can also give product designers a great amount of job satisfaction.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

Component 2
• 

• 
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MUSIC
Department: Performing Arts

Accreditation: Pearson Edexcel

WHY STUDY A LEVEL MUSIC?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE?

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS? 

skills through three components.

In order to be considered for A-Level Music, students should have achieved a minimum of Grade 7 at GCSE 
Music and be able to perform at a standard equivalent to Grade 6 or above on their principal instrument 

accreditation in advance can perform a pre-assessment prior to entry. 

A-Level Music is a practical and academic 

modern music landscape. With a clear structure 
comprising three engaging components—
performing, composing, and an externally 
examined paper—it equips students for success in 
a wide range of musical and academic pathways. 

with all assessments completed at the end of Year 
13. Students will not be entered for the standalone 
AS-Level in Year 12, allowing more time for in-depth 
study, the development of advanced performance 
skills, and the creation of high-quality compositions. 

The curriculum provides a genuine musical focus, 
teaching key content through Areas of Study and 
set works that represent a broad range of genres 
and traditions. Students investigate, analyse, 
and evaluate music in context, developing a 
comprehensive understanding of how theory, 
performance, and composition interconnect. The 
exploration of diverse musical heritage nurtures 
creativity, cultural awareness, and readiness 
for higher education. The ability to sing, play an 

 
Students will work towards a public performance of one or more pieces, performed as a recital for the 
duration of at least 8 minutes in total. The Performance can be playing or singing solo, in an ensemble, 
improvising, or realising music using music technology. The recital will be recorded between March and 
May of Year 13. 

Students will work towards creating and realising two compositions, one to a brief set by Pearson and one 
either free composition or to a brief.  
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The Pearson Edexcel A Level in Music is 100% externally assessed, and consists of one written paper and 
two non-examined assessment components. Students must submit their non-examined assessment 

The three main components.  

• 
• The second component (composing) will form 30% of your overall grade. (Coursework) 
• The third component (appraising) will form 60% of your overall grade. (Exam) 

Studying Music A level can lead to further Music courses and careers in areas like: 

• Musician
• Recording artist
• Music Manager
• Film
• TV or advertising composer
• Gaming composer
• Sound technician
• Music historian
• Music teacher
• Recording engineer
• DJ

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

Students will develop their critical thinking skills, whilst listening to, exploring and analysing 12 set works 
from 6 different areas of study:

1. Vocal Music 
2. Instrumental Music 
3. Music for Film 
4. Pop Music and Jazz 
5. Fusion  
6. New Directions.

In the summer of Year 13, students will undertake a listening and written exam which will assess knowledge 
and interaction with the 12 set works. 
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PSYCHOLOGY
Department: Sciences 

Accreditation: Oxford AQA

WHY STUDY A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

range of questions that are directly related to our 
behaviours, our emotions and our actions. This 

may have considered but have not explored 

Year 1 
• 
• Memory
• Attachment
• Psychopathology 
• Approaches in psychology Research 

methods

Year 2
• Relationships 
• Schizophrenia 
• Aggression 
• Issues and Debates 
• Research Methods 

people carry out orders that require them to harm 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

Each paper is worth 33.3% of the A level and is a two hour written examination (worth 96 marks)
• 
• 
• 

Psychology is a popular subject at undergraduate level for further studies in clinical, forensic and 

and health careers.
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Year 1 
• 
• 

context

Year 2
• 
• 
• 

Methods 

SOCIOLOGY
Department: Social Sciences

Accreditation: Cambridge International

WHY STUDY A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY?

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

ShapeShapeSociology is the study of society and 
human social interaction. Sociology encourages 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME? 

• 
• 
• 

to study sociology at a higher level enter careers 

criminologists. 

and Application, Analysis and Evaluation. 
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION 
[EPQ]
WHAT IS AN EPQ?

WHAT CAREERS WILL EPQ A LEVEL LEAD ME TO?

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

project on an area of study chosen by the student. 

Students get to plan and carry out research on a 

This is an opportunity for students to increase their planning, research, analysis, synthesis, evaluation  

level study.

 – a theoretical 

argument, e.g. research into a biological, historical 
or environmental issue.

 
– a practical investigatory project involving the 

geographical study of erosion, a biological study of 
pollution, a statistical survey.

Performance
resulting in a performance, eg performing music, 

on in class or something personal and unrelated to 
their studies. They then use this research to produce 

an artefact or a production.

Artefact
or sculpture, designing a piece of furniture 

engineering/construction problem, producing a 
piece of graphic design. It should be accompanied 

moderated by Edexcel. On the top of the EPQ itself, 

4 learning outcomes (manage, use resources, 

about your EPQ journey.



029

Regent International School

* Arab or Muslim students are required to attend Ministry of Education lessons in Arabic or Islamic in 
addition to their A Level + Options 

A LEVEL GUIDELINES & REQUIREMENTS

PLEASE NOTE COURSES SUBJECT TO ENROLLMENT NUMBER RESTRICTIONS.
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NOTES
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NOTES
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